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Crude dibenzylidene sorbitol is purified by warming with lower aliphatic 
alcohols to >=50 degrees C but to below their b.pt. to dissolve the 
impurities in the alcohol. 99% pure dibenzylidene sorbitol is obtd. and 
recrystallisation can increase purity to 99.9%. 

By reacting 1 mole, d-sorbitol with 2 mol. benzaldehyde, crude 
dibenzylidene sorbitol is prepd. contg. 7 wt. % monobenzylidene sorbitol 
and tribenzylidene sorbitol as biprods. Pref. alcohols are MeOH, EtOH and 
isoPrOH. 
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